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The Math Tales of Mathias The Math Tales of Mathias 

Mathias continued to enjoy his summer with Grandma Faith 

while his parents remained out of town. He worked hard on the 

summer math assignments Dr. No Solution gave him to complete. 

With the help of Mr. Scribble, Mathias was able to learn new math 

skills and strategies in Value City: The Place Where Numbers Have 

Value. 

Just like the other summer days, Mathias woke up to the tasty 

smell of breakfast. He got up, showered, brushed his teeth, got 

dressed, and went downstairs for breakfast. On this day, something 

was different. He saw his food waiting for him on the table, however 

Grandma Faith was not there to greet him. Mathias assumed she 

was still in her room getting dressed, so he waited to eat because 

they always ate breakfast together. While waiting for Grandma Faith 

to come out of her bedroom, Mathias decided to go outside and 
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Mathias

check the mail. As he opened the mailbox, he saw the usual mail that 

comes daily, however he noticed a shiny gold envelope in the middle. 

Mathias pulled the envelope out, and as he read it, he noticed it was 

addressed to him from his parents. Mathias immediately became 

excited and hurried inside to share the letter with Grandma Faith. 

Mathias called Grandma Faith’s name several times, but she never 

answered. Curiously waiting, Mathias went ahead and opened the 

letter. The letter read: 

“Dear Mathias, we hope you are enjoying your time with 

Grandma Faith. We miss you so much and cannot wait to see you 

both. Your mom and I are doing fine, and we have a few weeks off from 

work and wanted to bring the family together 

for a vacation.  In this envelope, you will find 

two plane tickets for you and Grandma Faith 

to meet us on Operation Island: A Numbers 

Paradise. Operation Island is a fun resort filled 

with numbers, games, and relaxing adventures 

and we thought this would be a great place for 

us to reunite as a family for a little summertime 

fun. Your brother and sister will also be joining 

us, and we will have a family summer vacation 

we know you will enjoy. Just remember to 
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Mr. Scriblle

bring your summer math assignments from Dr. No Solution so we can 

help you and make sure you get them done. See you soon, love mom 

and dad!” 

Mathias was jumping with joy because he really missed his 

family and he knew with the help of his brother and sister finishing 

the summer math assignments for Dr. No Solution would be a breeze. 

Mathias ran back into the house to share the good news with Grandma 

Faith, but she was still nowhere to be found. Getting a little nervous, 

Mathias went to Grandma Faith’s room and knocked on the door and 

there was still no answer. Suddenly, Mathias heard a car pulling into 

the driveway, so he walked over to the window to see who it was. To 

his surprise it was Grandma Faith. Mathias ran outside to share the 

good news with Grandma Faith. “Hey Grandma Faith, I was looking 

for you, where did you go”, said Mathias. 

“Oh, baby Grandma went to the store for 

some prune juice, you know Grandma 

can’t eat her breakfast without a nice 

cold glass of prune juice,” said Grandma 

Faith. Mathias jumping with joy told 

Grandma Faith the exciting news about 

the family vacation on Operation Island. 

Grandma Faith asked him, “when are 
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Adding Addison

we supposed to leave”? Mathias looked at the plane tickets, and the 

tickets were booked for the very next day. Grandma Faith anxiously 

said, “Tomorrow?! We must hurry and pack!” 

Mathias and Grandma Faith hurried inside and began packing 

for the family vacation. The packing lasted into the late hours of the 

night. Finally done with her packing, Grandma Faith came upstairs to 

tell Mathias goodnight and to make sure he was packed and ready to 

go in the morning. She also wanted to make sure he packed his summer 

math assignments as well. To her surprise, when she opened Mathias’s 

bedroom door, she found him sound sleep with his backpack and 

suitcase sitting beside his bed. She walked over to check his backpack, 

and as she opened it, she saw his summer math assignments along 

with his lucky pencil inside. She smiled and 

zipped his backpack, closed his door, and 

went back downstairs to go to bed. 

The next morning Mathias woke 

up excited, showered, brushed his teeth, 

got dressed, and ran downstairs with his 

backpack and suitcase ready to head to the 

airport. Grandma Faith surprisingly, was 

already in the car and ready to go herself. 

She placed Mathias’s items in the car, and 
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Dr. No Solution

they headed to the airport. After fighting traffic, airport parking, and 

waiting in long lines to check in they finally boarded the plane. While 

relaxing in his seat, Mathias asked Grandma Faith how long the flight 

would be and Grandma Faith said, “about ten hours.” With a look 

of shock on his face, Mathias said, “Ten hours, well I guess I can get 

some sleep.” Mathias grabbed his book bag tight and closed his eyes 

with a smile on his face. He was ready to see his family and loved the 

fact he was going to be able to get some help with his summer math 

assignments for Dr. No Solution’s class. 

As the plane took off, Mathias instantly fell asleep, and Grandma 

Faith began to read her favorite book, Running the Mile of Success 

by Dr. Marco Walder. The hours slowly passed by. The pilot finally 

came on the intercom and announced 

the plane would be arriving at Operation 

Island International Airport in 10 minutes, 

and all passengers needed to prepare for 

landing. Mathias was still sound asleep, 

so Grandma Faith woke him up and told 

him to prepare for landing. The plane 

landed and the excitement began to take 

over Mathias. He was anxious to see his 

family, and it was a matter of minutes 
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Grandma Faith 

before he would do so. 

While exiting the plane, Mathias could not see anyone due to 

the large crowd in the airport. Once the large crowd cleared out, 

Mathias and Grandma Faith walked to baggage claim to pick up their 

luggage and wait outside the airport for Mathias’s parents to pick 

them up. After 20 minutes went by, Mathias and Grandma Faith 

began to worry and wondered if they were at the right exit because 

his parents had not shown up yet. Mathias asked Grandma Faith were 

they at the right gate, and Grandma Faith said, “Yes, the letter said 

Gate B.” Mathias looked up to make sure the sign read Gate B, and as 

he looked down the terminal road, he saw a taxicab with a huge sign 

reading Grandma Faith and Mathias. Mathias shouted, “Grandma that 

taxi is for us!” Grandma Faith said, “Mathias 

you are right let’s go!” They both hurried to 

the taxi and got in. 

The taxi driver told Mathias and 

Grandma Faith his parents had to attend 

an emergency board meeting, so they paid 

the hotel to provide taxi services for them. 

He also informed them that his instructions 

were to take them to Operation Island and 

help them check into their hotel rooms. After 
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Mr. Solution 

a two-hour taxi ride, Mathias and Grandma Faith were exhausted and 

both wanted to go to their rooms and rest. After checking into the 

Operations Island Hotel and getting to their rooms, Grandma Faith 

told Mathias she was about to take a nap. Mathias said, “Okay. I am 

going to go downstairs to look at the kids swimming pool.” Grandma 

Faith said, “Okay, just be careful, and do not leave the hotel.” Mathias 

said, “Okay Grandma” and headed downstairs.

As he waited at the elevator to go downstairs, he saw a pretty 

girl about his age walking his way. She stopped by the elevator as 

well. When the elevator doors opened, Mathias said, “After you” and 

allowed her to get on the elevator first. The young lady said, “Thank 

you” and entered the elevator. Mathias also got on and the doors 

closed. After the elevator doors closed, the 

young lady introduced herself. She said, 

“Hello I’m Addison. How are you?” Mathias 

said, “Hello Addison, I’m Mathias. I am 

doing great, how are you?” Addison said, 

“I am doing well just headed downstairs 

to look at the kids swimming pool.” With a 

smile, Mathias said, “I am too, I heard they 

have a giant water slide.” They both got off 

the elevator, walked to the pool, and sat in 
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the folding chairs right next to the kids swimming pool. 

As they continued to talk, Mathias found out Addison was 

also going to the 2nd grade, and she was there on vacation with 

her family as well. Addison asked, “Mathias what is your favorite 

subject?” Mathias said, “English is my favorite subject because I love 

to write and tell imaginary stories.” Mathias asked, “Addison what is 

your favorite subject?” and she responded, “Math, I love math and 

it is so fun.” Mathias eyes opened wide because he met someone 

his age who loved math and could possibly help him with is summer 

math work until his brother and sister arrived at Operation Island. 

The two continued to talk and Addison agreed to help Mathias with 

his summer math work if he told her some of his awesome stories. 

Mathias was happy to make a new friend and told Addison her new 

name was Adding Addison. She laughed and they both jumped in the 

kids swimming pool and began to splash one another with water.

Addison and Mathias played in the kids swimming pool for 

several hours. Eventually, Addison’s parents came and told her she 

had to come get ready for dinner. Addison told Mathias goodbye and 

reminded him she would be ready to help him with his summer math 

assignments tomorrow morning. Mathias, exhausted from the flight, 

taxi ride, and fun in the kids swimming pool said, “Awesome, I will see 

you here tomorrow morning.” Addison waved goodbye and left with 
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her family. Mathias got out of the pool and went upstairs to relax. 

Mathias took a nice hot shower and laid in bed. Totally drained and 

having no energy, he quietly fell asleep. 

While sleeping, he found himself awake in one of his dreams 

and then he saw Adding Addison playing with numbers. Adding 

Addison said, “Hello Mathias. As promised, I am here to help you learn 

Addition, are you ready?” Mathias said, “Yes I am ready. Let me find 

my friend.” Out of the sky appeared Mathias’ magical pencil. Mathias 

said, “Adding Addison this is my friend Mr. Scribble, and he will be 

joining us on our adding adventures.” Adding Addison said, “Hello Mr. 

Scribble. Glad you can join us! Let us start our journey because you 

can do anything- even math for Dr. No Solution’s class.” Mathias, with 

a curious look, asked, “How do you know Dr. No Solution?”? Adding 

Addison said, “I know a lot of things, and with my help, his class will 

be easy breezy. Are you ready?” Mathias joyously replied, “Yes I am!” 

Adding Addison said, “Great! Well let’s get started,” and off they went 

on their journey in Operation Island: A Numbers Paradise.   
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Now you will begin the first part of our journey. You will 
continue on Operation Island learning more math skills and 
strategies to defeat Dr. No Solution. Adding Addison will 
continue to be your math guide and she is excited to get 
you going.
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You have completed the first part of our journey. You will continue 

on Operation Island learning more math skills and strategies 
to defeat Dr. No Solution. Adding Addison will continue to 
be your math guide and she is excited to get you going.
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You have completed the second part of our journey. You will 
continue on Operation Island learning more math skills and 
strategies to defeat Dr. No Solution. Adding Addison will 
continue to be your math guide and she is excited to get you 
going.
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You have completed the third part of our journey. You will 
continue on Operation Island learning more math skills and 
strategies to defeat Dr. No Solution. Adding Addison will 
continue to be your math guide and she is excited to get you 
going.
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• Above - placing a number or object on top of another number or 
object. 

• Add - join or put together two or more numbers or objects. 

• Addend - the numbers added together to form the sum. 

• Addition - bringing two or more numbers (or things) together to 
make a new total or sum. 

• Addition Sentence - math expression that shows two or more 
values added together and their sum. For example, the math 
expression 1 + 1 = 2 is an addition sentence. 

• And - put together two or more numbers or objects. 

• Associative Property - the sum of three or more numbers or 
addends remains the same regardless of how the numbers or 
addends are grouped. 

• Commutative Property - changing the order of the numbers or 
addends we are adding, does not change the sum or total. 

• Equivalent - equal in value; equivalent numbers are numbers that 
are written differently but represent the same amount. 

• Horizontal Addition - is a adding strategy that breaks down 
the addends by place value and then adding them. Horizontal 
addition is a great way to practice adding mentally or without 
writing the problem down. 
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• Increase - make something bigger in size or quantity). 

• Make Ten - using combinations of numbers to add up to ten. 

• Number Bond - is a simple addition of two numbers that add up 
to give the sum. 

• Number Line - is a straight line with numbers placed equally in 
parts along its length. 

• Plus - a symbol that shows addition, to combine, or to put 
together two or more numbers or objects. 

• Regrouping - regrouping is the process of making groups of tens 
when adding two digit numbers (or more) and is another name for 
carrying and borrowing. 

• Sum - the result or answer we get by adding two or more 
numbers; also can be called the total. 

• Total - the result or answer we get by adding two or more 
numbers; also can be called the sum. 

• Vertical - in an up and down direction or position. 

• Vertical Addition - is a form of adding where you place the 
numbers vertically, top to bottom, and line up the numbers with 
the same place values in the same columns. This allows you to 
add the numbers in each place value separately to come up with 
the answer.
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• K.3(A)*  model the action of joining to represent addition and the action of separating 
to represent subtraction   

• K.3(B)*  solve word problems using objects and drawings to find sums up to  10 and 
differences within 10  

• K.3(C)*  explain the strategies used to solve problems involving adding and subtracting 
within 10 using spoken  words, concrete and pictorial models, and number sentences 

• 1.3(A)  use concrete and pictorial models to determine the sum of a multiple of ten and 
a one-digit number in problems up to 99  

• 1.3(B)  use objects and pictorial models to solve word problems involving joining, 
separating, and comparing sets within 20 and unknowns as any one of the terms in the 
problem such as 2+4=___; 3+___=7; and 5 = ____-3  

• 1.3(C)  compose 10 with two or more addends with and without concrete objects  

• 1.3(D)  apply basic fact strategies to add and subtract within 20, including making 10 
and decomposing a number leading to a 10  

• 1.3(E)  explain strategies used to solve addition and subtraction problems up to 20 
using spoken words, objects, pictorial models, and number sentences  

• 1.3(F)*  generate and solve problem situations when  given a number sentence involving 
addition or subtraction of numbers within 20 

• 1.5(A)  recite numbers forward and backward from any given number between 1 and 
120  

• 1.5(E)  understand that the equal sign represents a relationship where expressions on 
each side of the equal sign  represent the same value(s) 
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• 1.5(D)  represent word problems involving addition and subtraction of whole numbers 
up  to 20 using concrete and pictorial models and number sentences 

• 1.5(E)  understand that the equal sign represents a relationship where expressions on 
each side of the equal sign represent the same value(s)  

• 1.5(F)  determine the unknown whole number in an addition or subtraction equation 
when the unknown may be any one of the three or four terms in the equation 

• 1.5(G)*  apply properties of operations to add and subtract two or three numbers 

• 2.4(A)  recall basic facts to add and subtract within 20 with automaticity    

• 2.4(B)*  add up to four two-digit numbers and subtract two-digit numbers using 
mental strategies and algorithms based on knowledge of place value and properties of 
operations 

• 2.4(C)*  solve one-step and multi-step word problems involving addition and 
subtraction within 1,000 using a variety of strategies based on place value, including 
algorithms  

• 2.4(D)*  generate and solve problem situations for a given mathematical number 
sentence involving addition and subtraction of whole numbers within 1,000 

• 2.6(A)*  model, create, and describe contextual multiplication situations in which 
equivalent sets of concrete objects are joined  

• 2.6(B)*  model, create, and describe contextual division situations in which a set of 
concrete objects is separated into equivalent sets 
 

• 2.7(A)*  determine whether a number up to 40 is even or odd using pairing of objects to 
represent the number 
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• 2.7(B)  use an understanding of place value  to determine the number that is 10 or 100 
more or less than a given number up to 1,200  

• 2.7(C)  represent and solve addition and subtraction word problems where unknowns 
may be any one of the terms in the problem 

• 3.4(A) solve with fluency one-step and two-step problems involving addition and 
subtraction within 1,000 using strategies based on place value, properties of operations, 
and the relationship between addition and subtraction 

• 3.5(A) represent one- and two-step problems involving addition and subtraction of 
whole numbers to 1,000 using pictorial models, number lines, and equations
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Dr. Marco Walder is an educator, mentor, speaker, and author. A 
native of Dallas, Texas, Dr. Walder earned a Bachelors of Science degree 
in Interdisciplinary Studies and a Masters of Education in Secondary 
Education from Alcorn State University. He also earned his Doctorate 
of Education in Sport and Athletic Management from Northcentral 
University. Dr. Walder is an advocate for improving the academic 
performance and preparation of students athletes. Dr. Walder is also 
strives to increase the love and awareness of math for all student learners 

As a highly qualified an experienced educator Dr. Walder has 
provided successful math services for students in various educational 
institutions and grade levels. Dr. Walder also provides successful 
math services through his company We O.W.N Math Tutoring. 
However, one thing remains the same, kids struggle with 
understanding the relationship of numbers and how numbers work. 
In addition, many parents are not able to help with this understanding 
because they do not understand, “the way” math is taught today.
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Dr. Walder has authored several previous titles and numerous 
articles. A noted speaker, Dr. Walder was the keynote speaker for 
the 2019 commencement ceremony for Platt College in Lawton, 
Oklahoma. He has also presented for Dallas Independent School 
District, the El Centro Community College TRIO program, the 
Brookhaven Community College Black History Month Expo, and at local 
schools including Maynard Jackson Middle School and Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. Dr. Walder has also ventured outside the state to various 
cities such as Lake Charles, LA and Gulfport, MS to share his positive 
and uplifting messages. For more information on Dr. Marco Walder 
visit www.marcowalder.com
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